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King which had become dormant were re-awakened and
once more the Marseilles crime became front-page news
in Belgrade. The Serbs seemed surprised that the
trial should take place in little Aix-en-Provence and not
in Paris, but they were expectant that at long last justice
would be done. Jugoslavia sat up and stared over to
France.

The President of the Court, in opening the proceed-
ings, invited those present to show homage to the
memory of the great soldier of the World War and the
passionate friend of France, King Alexander; and also
to that of a great servant of France who never ceased
to work for the cause of peace, "an apostle of the amity
of peoples," M. Louis Barthou.   The Counsel for the
Defence, M. Desbons, agreed to that but added that he
also inclined respectfully before the tombs of all the
Croats and all the Macedonians who had died for liberty.
The President then proposed the names of certain
interpreters and there commenced a quarrel over inter-
pretation  which  lasted  through  this  trial  and  was
continued in the second.   Desbons alleged that one of
the Serb interpreters had almost driven the prisoners
to suicide during the preliminary investigation.   Appar-
ently it had proved impossible to find a Frenchman
with an adequate knowledge of the Serbian language,
a curious comment on the Franco-Serb relationship.
The only French interpreter relied on a knowledge of
Russian, but a Russian can only understand a Croat by
guesswork and haphazard, as a Dutchman can guess
at the meaning of German.   The Jugoslav interpreters
were fairly effective, though none of them knew French
perfectly, but the defence denounced them as being in
the service of the Jugoslav government.   Almost at
once there was a great row about the translation of the
expressionpartie civile as "lawyer/'   The accused refused
to accept the interpreters and the President said, "We
continue with the hearing whether they accept or not,"
In the afternoon a supplementary French interpreter